
And that’s Realm Of The Damned – dark and 
horrible, so much so that the company behind Free 
Comic Book Day deemed it too challenging to be part 
of the celebration. The tag line, ‘leaving no church 
unburned’, was deemed inappropriate for an audience 
waltzing into stores to pick up their free picks of 
Marvel and DC superheroics.

“It’s like, what do you fucking want? It’s a 
fucking horror book. It was really unbelievable,” 
says Steve, clearly still baffled by the decision. “All 
of the characters are based in the real, true gothic 
horror. You wouldn’t fuck your food, would you? You 
wouldn’t go to McDonalds and have sex with your 
hamburger, would you? So I fail to understand why 
vampires would get romantically involved with their 
food… why are they always some aristocratic knob-
end who lives in a castle somewhere, what’s that 
about? It’s just ridiculous that I’d be scared of you.

“Nobody in my mind has ever made a vampire film 
that’s truly vampiric,” he continues. “It’s these kind 
of things that we were mulling over. Like what would 
you be if you were a real vampire, and well, you’d be 
horrible! Our vampire boy is pretty nasty; he’s pretty 
hell bent on raping and destroying everything in 
his path. That was our take on that. I don’t like our 
vampire character in the book, he’s horrible… but I’m 
not supposed to like him, he’s not supposed to be 
likeable, he’s not an anti-hero, he’s just horrible. All 
the characters are our version of what we thought 
they really should be. We aren’t doing box-ticking for 
some demographic.”

Of course, that’s not the truly exciting part 
of this endeavour. Realm Of The Damned 
isn’t just taking inspiration from black metal, 

it’s also bridging it into the book as the likes of 
Behemoth, Mayhem and Emperor have all been drawn 
in as characters. 

“We are going to have an uncompromising book, 
why don’t we feature a bunch of uncompromising 
bands? Because, it really is time that these two worlds 
properly collided,” says Steve, revealing that music will 
even be spinning out of the book as well. “Songs Of 
Babel (the originally fictional band) has actually done 
an album now, because we’ve put a band together 
and they are going to be a touring act. We’ve got the 
album finished and we’ve got some very famous black 
metal musicians to get together to be the band, and 
that record in itself is really, really good.”

While Steve won’t budge on what personnel would 

be making up the Sons Of Babel in real life just yet, we have 
to say we’re impressed with the conviction behind the project. 
This is a horror book for real horror fans; a black metal inspired 
adventure for music fans who are sick of how diluted popular 
media has become. Really, when it comes down to it, Steve wants 
Realm Of The Damned to make you “feel the same way you 
did when you first heard Burzum’s ‘Aske’ the first time – this is 
different, this is awesome… I like this, what’s going on? It should 
capture the attention and capture the interest. If you’ve never 
read a graphic novel before, and you are a black metal fan, you 
are going to get this and think ‘ah I really enjoyed that, I can’t 
wait for the next one.’”
www.RealmOfTheDamned.co.uk
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